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We have recently received copies of several new insurance 
journals published abroad with the request that we send them THE 
SpecTATOR in exchange. As these journals are made up mainly 
of extracts from insurance journals printed here, and as we get the 
information they contain at first hands, we have no use for the 
foreign reprints. We have before us The Insurance Observer, 
printed in London, vol. 1, No. 2; it contains fourteen pages of 
reading matter, seven of which are inade up of extracts from the 
American insurance journals, two are filled with company state- 
ments, two and one-half with editorials, and the remainder with 
notices of companies, officers, etc. The antecedents of the editor 
would lead one to expect a wewspaper at his hands, not one edited 
with the office shears and a paste pot. 


WE receive from day to day many communications from agents 
and the public generally asking for information about particular 
companies and frequently asking for recommendations or for our 
opinions of individual companies on some point or points of com- 
parison. Thus we have before us a letter just received from a 
prominent physician in the South, who evidently has it in his mind 
to take life assurance but cannot determine between two com- 
panies. The letter reads as follows : 


[To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. ] 

Please give me your opinion as to the reliability and standing and the 
ability of the ——-—— Company to pay, and also do they pay beneficiaries 
promptly. Also the —— Company, your opinion as to which you 
think the safer company. Your answer shall be strictly confidental, and 
an early reply respectfully asked. 





We dislike to make what may be characterized by interested 
parties as invidious discrimination between companies. A copy of 
The Life Insurance Policyholders Pocket Index will answer our 
correspondent fully. Both of the companies mentioned are solvent. 
Their individual record, the plans of assurance offered and the 
reputation, underwriting ability and enterprise of the management 
should determine the choice between them. 





Tue business of printing alleged portraits of persons identified 
with insurance more or less prominently has been very much over- 
done within the past year or two. Most of these are done on the 
“cheap and nasty” plan, for the reason that a fine portrait costs a 
large sum, while such as have been generally used can be turned 
out by machinery for $3 or $4 each. But the most atrocious of 
all the illustrated atrocities that we have seen is a wretched picture 
in the current number of The Vindicator, beneath which the pub- 
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lishers have had the audacity to print the name of Richard A. 
McCurdy, president of the Mutual Life. Twenty or thirty years 
ago Mr. McCurdy used to wear his whiskers somewhat as such 
appendages are shown in this cut, but it no more resembles the 
Mr. McCurdy of to-day than it does Mr. Beers or Mr. Hyde. We 
wonder if the publication of that picture was not arranged for by 
Mr. Hyde as a little piece of malice? If so, his vengeance is com- 
plete. 





THE SPECTATOR has recently been subjected to a large amount 
of abuse in the columns of our English contemporaries because of 
a communication we printed, over the signature of “ Granite,” in 
our issue of September 6. That correspondent, an American 
gentleman connected with life assurance in this country, while in 
England devoted some time to studying the peculiarities of the 
business there, and as a result of his investigations, indulged in 
some criticisms of the methods pursued by the English companies. 
He was particularly impressed with the reticence of the managers of 
those companies, who are, in the absence of insurance supervision 
as we have it in this country, enabled to conduct their affairs in 
private, giving to the public only such unsworn statements as they 
see fit. Of course, they only present such features as are to their 
credit, and the insurance press of England is too subservient to the 
companies to dare to look below the surface of published state- 
ments. The public, as a consequence, knows little of the internal 
workings of these companies, of their investments or general trans- 
actions, but is expected to swallow without a grimace every state- 
ment a company chooses to make. Thatsome of these statements 
have been utterly untrustworthy has been demonstrated by the sub- 
sequent troubles that have beset their authors, and it is not 
surprising, therefore, that suspicion should attach to all of them. 
When our correspondent dropped a very small bombshell in among 
them it caused an amount of fluttering that is amusing. THE 
SPECTATOR and the author of the letter have been abused in about 
equal proportions. We are used to this sort of thing; in fact, we 
rather like it, and wax fat on it. Journal after journal has de- 
nounced us, as they have persistently denounced and misrepre- 
sented the American life companies that are doing business in Europe. 
England is sacred soil and the life assurance business is the sole 
and special property of the British life companies ; any competition 
from the outside is to be resisted, and any criticism of British com- 
panies can only be atoned for by the copious shedding of gore. 
But at last we find one outspoken English paper that dares to 
assert that THe Specraror and its correspondent were at least 
half right, When so much is conceded, we are inclined to assume 
that we were wholly right, and that a little rattling of the dry bones 
of the British life companies is conducive to their welfare. It is 
unfortunate for British policyholders, however, that they have not 
a journal nearer home that dares to puncture some of their tra- 
ditional windbags. Here is what a London financial journal called 
Money has to say on the subject: 

The extraordinary virulent attack upon the English life offices which 
has found its way into the columns of THe Specrator (New York) via 
the pen of a visitor to our shores, has certainly found justification as re- 
gards, perhaps, a dozen offices. Unhappily, so far as these are called in 
question, we indorse every sentiment expressed by this unfriendly critic, 
even to his charge of their having included in ‘‘the account of death 
claims paid many millions of dollars dispersed by them for other pur- 
poses.” Thus far, too, we indorse his views about professional actuaries 
when he says that ‘‘ as these experts are, for the time, the servants of the 


company employing them, and dependent upon it for their compensation, 
their reports and certificates are entitled to no more weight than the state- 
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ments of the regularly paid officers.” We have proved the existence of a 
fair number of fancy valuations drawn up to deceive policyholders, and 
it may become a necessity to expose others; but to smear a hundred 
offices, and as many actuaries, with the crimes of perhaps twenty is a 
scandalous libel. Such plain speaking, however, should warn the Insti- 
tute of Actuaries to put its house in order. The dreaded insurance de- 
partment is much nearer at hand than some imagine, 

Here it is admitted that every word we printed is true so far as 
a dozen companies are concerned. Had the writer been free to 
express his true sentiments he would, no doubt, have said that the 
criticism was deserved as to the entire life assurance system of 
Great Britain. But such an indorsement would have been too 
sweeping for his purpose, so he limits it to a dozen offices—or, 
“perhaps twenty.” Well, we are content with even so much, 
which conveys the assurance that the whole was merited. ‘“ Gran- 
ite” still lives, and THe Specrator is published weekly at the 
moderate price of $4 a year. British life assurance managers and 
officers can obtain it without any advance in price. 


IN our issue of September 27 we printed a copy of a circular 
that had been sent to fire insurance agents by G. M. Mayer & Co. 
of Chicago, soliciting business for that Virginia wildcat, the Fair- 
fax Insurance Company of Alexandria, Va. We printed in the 
same connection a letter from the Auditor of Virginia, stating that 
the Fairfax had not even been licensed to do business in the State 
of its alleged birth. In our issue of October 18 we explained how 
a person, at present calling himself H. L. Smith, is attempting to 
float the illegitimate Fairfax, as he formerly attempted to float the 
bastard Chesapeake. This is the individual who was recently ar- 
rested in this city for obtaining money under false pretenses, and 
was saved from the penitentiary by a prompt payment while under 
duress of the claims against him. He is assisted by a man of many 
aliases, who signs himself Jas. Saverios, secretary. It is asserted 
that he has been identified with other wildcat companies, passing as 
J. P. Seavey, J. Servis and other names calculated to conceal his 
identity. These genial wildcat manipulators seem to have an un- 
derground connection with G. M. Mayer & Co, of Chicago, as this 
alleged firm persists in sending out the Fairfax circulars, another of 
which has just been sent us. Enclosed with it comes a notice of 
another of those Western wildcats—there has been a prolific brood 
of them of late—called the Security Fire Insurance Company of 
Spokane Falls, W. T. Here is its statement for September 8, 1888 : 


Capital stock 
Paid-up capital 
DETAILED STATEMENT OF ASSETS, 


Furniture and supplies 


That item of cash may have been worth its face at the moment 
the statement was made, but twenty-four hours later we doubt if 
the cash could have been made to materialize. The other assets 
don’t count for anything without a certificate of valuation from 
some responsible person. Washington Territory has no special 
laws governing the organization of insurance companies or provid- 
ing for their supervision. Anybody can form a company and place 
any value he chooses upon the cats and dogs he sees fit to put into 
the pool and call assets. This new candidate for surreptitious busi- 
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ness has found worthy representatives in the sponsors of the Fair. 
fax and the Chesapeake. Auditor Swigert of Illinois should make 
a casual call at room 32, Imperial building, Chicago, where Mayer 
& Co. claim to do business, and see what sort of persons they are 
and what portion, if any, of their transactions are legitimate. The 
Imperial agent would also do well to have his weather eye open to 
the business carried on by the company’s tenants. 





As we go to press two rather important events to fire under. 
writers are occurring in Baltimore. The more important of the 
two, because of the widespread interest felt in it, is the special 
meeting called by the Southeastern Tariff Association for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining if some united action cannot be agreed upon 
whereby a reasonable limit will be fixed to the rate of commissions 
paid for new business. Most of the companies in the association 
have agreed upon fifteen per cent as the maximum, but about half 
a dozen companies have refused to sign the agreement. The 
meeting is, therefore, called for the purpose of laboring with and 
converting the recalcitrant members. Much preliminary work has 
already been done by parties in interest, and the opinion prevails 
that the meeting will be successful in establishing fifteen per cent 
as the highest rate of commission permitted to be paid within the 
jurisdiction of the association. We have before suggested, and 
now repeat it, that if the association is successful in harmonizing 
the companies upon this point, it should immediately send mis- 
sionaries to New York city and other prominent localities, where 
all efforts heretofore made to secure this result have ignominiously 
failed. The other interesting event alluded to is the gathering in Balti- 
more of a committee, consisting of Messrs. Sewell of the Commercial 
Union, Silvey of the German-American, Marks of the London Assur- 
ance Corporation, and Kennedy of the Liberty, to look over the 
means of fire protectionin that city. The gentlemen were instructed 
to add to their number, and have selected Royce of the Hartford, 
Montgomery of the American of Philadelphia, Bassett of the 
Etna and several other underwriters. Baltimore recently suffered 
from a very large fire, and smaller losses have come in thick 
and fast, so that underwriters are getting discouraged. The 
fire department is notoriously deficient, the water supply inade- 
quate in some sections, and the fire commissioners more intent 
upon pulling political wires than providing proper protection to 
the property of citizens. It is proposed to advance rates fifty 
per cent in the mercantile district until such time as the fire depart- 
ment is placed on a proper basis. Such action on the part of 
underwriters ought to arouse the propertyowners to such a pitch of 
indignation as would cause them to oust their political masters and 
insist that politics shall be kept out of the fire service in future. 
The committee is not likely to meet with a cordial reception from 
those upon whom they propose to lay an additional tax, but even 
the most selfish propertyowner must know that he has got to pay 
rates proportioned to his risk, and if the authorities will not protect 
his property, the underwriters must, in self-defense, make him pay 
for their neglect. 





Some time since we directed attention to the fact that certain 
New Hampshire companies had formed a syndicate, under the title 
of the New Hampshire Fire Underwriters Association, and in their 
combined capacity were doing an underground business in various 
States. We are in receipt of a circular issued to agents and 
brokers by “ L. Jackman, manager,” wherein he solicits “ surplus 
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lines” for the syndicate, claims that the total assets of the coms 
panies in the combination are $330,000, and adds: 

We have met with far better success thus far than we expected for the 
frst year. We write no term business, and are not trying to steal busi- 
ness from any agent or company, and we have not, and will not, know- 
ingly, take business at less than board rates, for we fully recognize the 
fact that no insurance company can pay its losses promptly and continue 
business if they ignore the rates established by the leading companies, 
As long as we adhere to these rules and take only surplus lines from the 
leading companies, agents or brokers, we have no fears but what we can 
get all the business we care to write, even if some of our rivals do try to 
make it out that we are not responsible and cannot pay our losses. For 
various reasons we have declined to write over $5,000,000 of business 
that has beer. sent to us from outside of our own State. 


The companies thus united for the purpose of invading States 
wherein they have no right to do business are the Capital, the 
Guaranty, Fire Underwriters Association, Manufacturers and Mer- 
chants Mutual, Dover Mutual and Phenix Mutual, small compa- 
nies originally intended to doa State business exclusively. Mr. 
Jackman is president of one company, secretary of another and 
treasurer of the New Hampshire State Board of Fire Underwriters, 
an insurance Poobah, as it were. Mr. Jackman in his circular 
says that up to the middle of September or thereabouts the syndi- 
cate had written $9,304,082 of insurance, had taken $163,109 in 
premiums and paid $50,022 for losses. Among the losses he re- 
ports as having been paid there were New York city risks, risks 
in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio and Michigan. The companies 
above named are good and trustworthy, so far as we know, for the 
transaction of business within the State; no fault is found with 
them on that score that we have heard of; but it does look like 
questionable ethics for New Hampshire companies to combine for 
the purpose of violating the laws of other States. It is only three 
years since all the other State companies represented in New 
Hampshire deliberately withdrew from the State rather than re- 
main there and violate a law the legislature had seen fit to enact, 
for it was only by violating the law that they could remain. They 
were roundly abused for their course by the public and the press, 
but they persisted in their determination to withdraw rather than 
become lawbreakers. Propertyowners ever since have been com- 
plaining that they could not obtain as much insurance in trust- 
worthy companies as they need, and have lost considerably be- 
cause they were forced to take policies in wildcats and under- 
grounders. Now these New Hampshire companies announce that 
they have broken the laws of several States, are willing to do so 
again, and offer temptations to others to do the same in their be- 
half. This New Hampshire combination should be looked after 
by those State insurance officials who object to underground un- 
derwriting. 








CONTRIBUTED PAPERS. 


MILL CONSTRUCTION. 


By C. JoHN HEXAMER, C. E., Member of the Committee of Science 
and the Arts, Franklin Institute. 


(Continued from page 433.) 
GIRDERS—BEAMS. 
Girders should be solid, and where it is necessary to use compound 


‘Gitders they should be tightly bolted together. Never should interven- 


ing Spaces be allowed. In departments where there is little or no vibra- 
tion, such as storehouses, girders may be fastened to walls by placing 
them either on brackets or a short distance into the walls, with beveled 
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edges, without any further anchoring. Beams should not be shellaced, 
painted or smeared with filling until several years after a building is fin- 
ished, or dry-rot may be the consequence. The solid or tightly bolted 
beams should be placed from eight to ten feet between centres. Where 
no machinery is running, as in storehouses, the problem of floor con- 
struction is simple, as we need to consider only the amount of weight 
which the floor must carry, giving a due allowance or factor of safety. 
C. J. H. Woodbury has compiled the following table giving the floor 
areas, storage capacity, weights of merchandise, per cubic foot and per 
square foot, which is not only of great value to engineers and architects, 
but also to insurance inspectors, as frequently storehouses are so over- 
loaded that the weakening effect of but a small fire is required to cause 
their total destruction. The measurements were always taken to the out- 
side of a case or package, and gross weights of such packages are given: 





























MEASUREMENTS, | Weicnts. 
MATERIAL. ' a sae . ye —_ 
Floor cubic | Per Per 
Space. Feet. | Gross. | Sq. Foot, Cubic Ft, 
_ i: a Sn 
WooL. | 
Bale East India......... en 3.0 12.0 | 340 113 28 
Bale Australia... ..c.ccccceeces 5.8 26.0 | 385 66 rs 
Bale South America............ 70 34.0 1,coo 143 29 
ENS CIPNON. 6. cccccccccecceses 6.9 33.0 482 70 15 
Bale California ..........-++--- 7.5 33.0 550 73 17 
PE WIG. 009-400055 c0s00088 5.0 30.0 200 40 7 
Stack of scoured wool.......... caee awee 5 
WooLEN GoopDs. 
Case Gennes occsesiccccceseses 5.5 12.7 220 40 17 
Case flannels, heavy ......-.... 7.1 15.2 330 46 22 
Case dress goods,.....--.....+. 5.5 220 400 84 or 
Case cassimeres. ....0..scccees 105 28.0 550 52 29 
Case underwear... “| HS 21.0 350 48 16 
Case blankets........ ....-+-++ 10 3 350 450 44 13 
Case horse blankets............ 4.0 140 250 63 18 
COTTON, ETC. 
Bale.....ccrcccccee cevccccecees 8.1 44.2 515 64 12 
Bale compressed. ..........0+++ 41 216 550 134 25 
Bale Dederick compressed...... 1.25 313 125 100 4° 
DONE o0é- 0s cdckecteseseees 24 9-9 300 125 30 
Bale jute lashing...........0se. 2.6 10.5 450 172 43 
i IEE er ee 2 10.9 280 88 26 
TD MND. ae weenencessesssewn 7 34-7 700 81 22 
Bale sisal..cccccccccccccceceee ° 53 17.0 | 400 75 24 
CoTTon Goons. 
Baled unbleached jeans. ........ 40 12.5 300 72 24 
P8060 GRO ss oc 0 cost cee ccecseces 1.1 2.3 As} 68 33 
Bale brown sheetings..-.-...... 3.6 10.1 235 65 23 
Case bleached sheetings....-... 48 Ir4 330 30 
Case Quilts, .... .ccccccoscccccess 7-2 | 19.0 295 41 16 
Bale print cloth 40 | 9-3 175 44 19 
Case prints... | 4.5 134 420 93 31 
DGS CHCMIRES 6 cocccccvceseseses 3-3 8.8 325 99 37 
Skeins cotton yarn............- sees cone oses ence II 
Burlaps .....---2ese-seee Moves] cose — 130 eves 30 
Jute bagging............e+00- 14 5:3 100 7° 24 
RAGs IN BALES. 
Wee BE 60:6 05:00:05 0400060000 8.5 39-5 gto 107 23 
White cotton ...cccscccccccceces 9.2 40.0 715 78 18 
Browl CoOmtom. ......ccccccccces 76 | 30.0 442 59 15 
Paper shavings....---....+++++ 7.5 34.0 507 68 15 
Sacking. ....00cccesccccccececes 16.0 65.0 450 28 7 
Woolen....... §600ebeNebOOoeED 7-5 30.0 600 80 20 
FO WANS oc oc ccneesecicevcsces 2.8 III 400 143 36 
PAPER. 
Calendered book cose eee 50 
Super-calendered book ° 69 
Newspaper cece eee 38 
Straw board osee cove cove eves 33 
Leather board veesl sees sees cree voi 59 
Writing........ ee] cece vee ecce cose 64 
Wrapping oo] cece ose ses Snes 10 
Manila......sscccccscvccsceses vows eoee cece ccee 37 
GRAIN. 
Wheat in bags........--- covece] 88 4-2 165 39 3) 
Wheat in bulk..........0020-5- were oon oes eee 44 
Wheat in bulk...........------ eves cece cove eves 39 
Wheat in bulk, mean..... s6ecee]. ese8 "_ vein ioe 41 
Barrels flour on side...........- 4.1 5-4 218 53 40 
Barrels flour on end.....-...... 3.1 7.1 218 70 31 
Corn in bags sscess-eeeeeeeeee 3.6 3.6 112 31 31 
Corn meal in barrels..........--| 3-7 5-9 218 59 37 
Oats in DAMS. ....ccoccccecscces 3-3 3.6 96 29 27 
Bale of Bay... ..ccosevescoosess 5.0 200 284 14 57 
Hay, Dederick compressed......| 1.75 5.25 125 72 24 
Straw, Dederick compressed....) 1.75 5.25 100 57 19 
Tow, Dederick compressed. ... . 1.75 5.25 150 86 29 
Excelsior, Dederick compressed.| 1.75 5.25 100 57 19 
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| 
MEASUREMENTS. | 


WEIGHTS, 


MATERIAL. l : | | 
Floor | Cubic Per | 


7 
; | - } no! 
Space. | Feet. | Sq. Foot. |Cubic Ft 


Hogshead bleaching powder ... 
Hogshead soda ash 

Box indigo 

Box cutch 

Box sumac 

Caustic soda in iron drum 
Barrel starch 

Barrel Pearl alum 

Box extract logwood 

Barrel lime 

Barrel cement, American 

Barrel cement, English 

Barrel plaster 

Barrel resin 

| are | 


| 
Dye STUFFS, ETC. , 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Crate crockery 

Cask crockery 

Bale leather 

Bale goat skins 

Bale raw hides 

Bale raw hides, compressed 
Bale sole leather 

Pile sole leather. sony eae aibin 
Barrel granulated sugar ; 317 
Barrel brown sugar ...........- , ; 340 
Cheese breed ones Pee 

















Beams made of Southern pine are excellent, as this wood is strong and 
elastic, possessing a straight grain, and does not warp easily. Spruce 
when well dried makes good under-planks of floors, and commends itself 
by its cheapness, strength and lightness ; but when unseasoned should not 
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bearings ; the same was experienced on the Boston and Lowel! Railway, 
where stone ties were replaced by those of wood. . 
Care must be taken not to confuse the Southern pine, also called 
‘‘long-leaved pine” (Pinus Australis, Pinus palustris), which grows on 
sandy, light soil from Maryland southward, with “ pitch pine,” as both 
kinds of wood are known in our section of the country as hard pine. The 
yellow pine, especially from Georgia, rivals oak in stiffness, though itis 
not as tough and elastic as white oak, and if a beam of each wood of the 
same dimensions be suspended by their ends, the oak beam will depart 
most from its ‘‘ mould,” but will break under about the same load, 
Where lightness and solidity are required in combination, this pine is to 
be preferred to oak, especially as in dry places it is extremely durable, 
James Jarvis, U.S. N., by numerous experiments upon the shrinkage 
of various woods, showed that yellow pine should be cut in summer. The 
strength of various, and even of the same kind of wood, is a very indef. 
nite quantity, not only varying with different pieces of the same kind 
of wood, but also with the same specimen, at different times. A very 
wide range of experiments has been made on the resistance of timber to 
compression, extension and a transverse strain, which, however, show 
very variable results. It is impossible to go into details here, but those 
specially interested are referred to the results of the labors of Professor 
Barlow and Mr. Hodgkinson—the former on the resistance to extension 
and a transverse strain, the latter on that to compression. These com. 
mand confidence from the ability of their authors. The working strain 
on beams subjected to extension should not exceed one-nin¢teenth of 
the rupturing strain in permanent structures, although as Professor 
Thurston has shown (Journal of the Franklin Institute) the unit of 
Strength to be used in designing structures which merely support weight 
is not the breaking strength of material, but the elastic limit, which has 
also been shown by Stoney, Fairbairn, etc. Some of the most valuable 
results ever reached for our purposes are the tests made in the mechanical 
laboratory of the Stevens Institute of Technology. The immediate charge 
of the machines and the observation of results of tests was entrusted 
to Frank P. Jones, M. E. We will briefly give the very important 











Modulus of 
Rupture, 





Modulus of 
Proof Stress, 


EXTENSIONS, PER CENT OF 


RESILIENCE. LENGTH. 


Modulus of 
Elasticity. 





At Elastic 


Total. Inches.|r init. Inch. 


Ultimate. Elastic. 





Results of Tests by Tension. 
White pine 
Yellow pine 


6877.5 
2070.2 
28925.2 
9786 4 
15490.5 
13207.8 
10309.2 
Results of Tests by Compression. 


White pine 
Yellow pine 


9592.6 
11952.3 
148118.9 
7OO1.7 
8148.3 
7143-5 
10409.2 


Black Walnut 


White oak 
Live oak 


Results of Tests by Transverse Stress. 
White pine 

Yellow pine 

LOCUS. .cccccccce. cocccccceccccececs 
Black walnut 

White ash 

White oak 

Live oak 


5280 
16740 
13680 

7449 

9720 

9840 
11280 














720.0 
3949.0 
10792.5 
1530.0 
3855.0 
3022.5 
2167.5 


2467.5 
21457.0 
31170.0 

4022.5 
12695.0 

7500.0 

5887.5 


183486.2 
240240.2 
373831-7 
213523. 
206540. 4 
220130.9 
247505.2 


6521.8 
8576.9 
8713.8 
21060.5 
17810.0 
8029.0 
14910.5 


19542.6 
16576.56 
26551.14 

5382.6 
12788.16 

15868 8 

23150.82 


3534-3 
4107.18 
5761.14 
1561.56 
1898.82 
3940.86 
3100.02 


1.254 
2.310 


3-300 
3-366 


634.8 1.28 
2039.6 1.96 
1259.2 2.70 

433-2 +72 
1212.6 2.50 
1227.2 1.76 
1462.4 1.38 


883636 
3534727 
2046315 
1944000 
1080000 
1620000 
1851428 


1364.8 
4174-4 
4843.2 

971.6 

533-3 
3660.8 
4601.6 

















be used, as it warps and shrinks badly. In Philadelphia yellow pine is 
almost exclusively used for top floors ; maple and birch are also excellent 
woods for this purpose. Their comparative value varies with the nature 
of wear to which they are exposed. 

Although brick arched floors are the safest from a ‘‘ fire. point of view,” 
they are not industrially the most practical. As their rigidity is fatal to ma- 
chinery, and, for this reason, in some mills constructed with iron beams 
resting on iron columns, it was necessary to raise the beams and place 
wood under their supports at the walls and over the columns. When the 
first railroads were built in Baden, Germany, stone ties were used, but it 
was soon discovered that the rolling-stock became battered at joints and 


results reached, and refer those desiring further information and an ex- 
planation of the machines used for testing to an article, ‘‘ Strength of 
American Timber,” in The Journal of the Franklin Institute (October, 
1879). In order to understand the tables, a few necessary terms 
must be defined. 

The modulus of rupture for tension is the force necessary to pull 
asunder a bar whose section is one square inch when acting in the direc- 
tion of the axis of the bar. 

The modulus of rupture for compression is the pressure necessary to 
crush a piece of any material whose section is unity and whose length 
does not exceed from one to five times its diameter, 
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The modulus of rupture for transverse stress is the strain at the instant 
of rupture upon a unit of the section which is most remote from the 
neutral axis on the side which first ruptures. 

The modulus of torsion is the ultimate resistance to torsion of a unit 
of the transverse section most remote from the axis of torsion. 

The modulus of elasticity is a value which expresses the relation be- 
tween the extension, compression or other deformation of a bar and the 
force which produces the deformation. 

Resilience is a measure of the capacity of a material to resist shock, and 
its value is equal to the amount of energy expended or the work per- 
formed in producing distortion or rupture. 


RESULTS OF TEsTs BY TORSION. 
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RESILIENCE. | Elastic 

wooD. | inch, | Inch, |] | cictey, | Stifiaess, | of Resist 

} Ultimate. | Elastic. | | © ase hea 
White pine..... I -780 5.100 +235 | 443 1.534 
Yellow pine..... 1 .760 12.425 .238 | 1.744 | 6.878 
ES eee I 656 14.067 .178 | 1.720 | 14.159 
Black walnut... I 785 7-396 238 abet | 1.088 | 3.650 
White ash...... I -762 7.381 .560 ieee 598 | 2.328 
White oak...... I -780 12.777 -396 — -gII 3-155 
Live oak ...... ° I .656 14 570 631 pas | “ae 3.902 








The results here given are higher than those of Barlow, Tredgold or 
Laslett, probably attributable to the very uniform excellence in quality of 
the specimens tested, although they may also prove superiority of the 
American to the European timber. The table of resistance of timber 
given in Wood’s ‘‘ Resistance of Materials” are similar to these, but 
usually lower. The generalized results of these experiments were: 
“American timber has a value in construction, equal, if not decidedly 
superior, to European timber.”’ 

The strength of American timber, as given by earlier authorities, is 
probably that of average specimens, and timber may be obtained by care- 
ful inspection of very much greater value. 

Timber yields, under all forms of stress, to an extent which may be 
taken, as with cast-iron, to be proportional to the load. From what is 
above stated, and from a study of strain diagrams, it may be concluded 
that the strength of timber is so variable that the only safe course in con- 
struction is to assume the highest values, determined by the most uniform 
series of tests of the material proposed to be used, and then to adopt a 
high factor of safety. 

The tables above given may probably be taken to represent the prob- 
able values of resistance of the best selected woods, such as are passed 
by inspectors for naval purposes. 

The detrimental effect of continual strain which causes an over-strain 
or “fatigue” of the fibres of wood was shown by Prof. Thurston and 
others, who showed that beams loaded with various portions of their 
instantaneous breaking weight eventually broke, while a load less than 
the elastic limit is sustained. For storehouse floors, well built, of sound 
material, Woodbury considers six the minimum factor of safety for dead 
loads, and for live loads in all cases a double factor should be used. I 
prefer higher factors of safety, and even for scaffolding and other tem- 
porary purposes the working strain on beams subjecied to extension 
should not exceed one-fourth the rupturing strain with safety. 

(To be Continued.) 





WESTERN ITEMS. 


E. M. TEALL, J. H. Moore, R. S. Critchell, O. W. Barrett and R. J. O. 
Hunter, composed a committee which last week considered the question of 
tates and commissions for the Chicago Fire Underwriters Association on 
“outside risks” (stores and dwellings outside the business district of Chica- 
80). Tomake such amendments as would harmonize matters of this char- 
acter, several meetings were held by the committee, and it found no easy 
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task in handling the many different interests at stake. The members of this 
committee represented all of the various positions taken on the subject of 
commissions and solicitors. After calm and dispassionate consideration, 
they unanimously reported in favor of abolishing solicitors—save not to 
exceed three to each firm or member of class No. 1. All present regis- 
tered solicitors may become brokers, or members of class No. 2, at a fee 
of $10 per year. New members of class No. 2 must pay a fee of $100, and 
must be engaged exclusively in the fire insurance business. Real estate 
firms are thus entirely excluded as members. A commission of twenty 
per cent will hereafter be paid on all business on which fifteen per cent 
was heretofore paid, and all members hereafter elected to class No. 1 must 
be the sole and exclusive agents of at least one fire insurance company, 


* * * 


THE committee reported that it fully appreciated the high reputation of 
the organization, and the prominence which the association had attained 
throughout the country, as the embodiment of sound underwriting in the 
face of disorganization and ruinous competition in cities to which they 
should look for encouragement, and the committee also requested 
every member to carefully and dispassionately adjust all differences 
which may have or do appear to exist. This the members of the associa- 
tion always have done, and in unanimously adopting the committee’s re- 
port and suggestions on one of the most trying questions which has pre- 
sented itself to the members, they have proven themselves men of sound 
judgment. The present change in the rules regulating commissions and 
solicitors, will strengthen the association and abolish certain innovations 
which would have, in time, probably resulted in a disruption of possibly 
the best organization of local fire underwriters to be found to-day in this 
or any other country. 

¥ * 

WuHiLe speaking of this association, I would do it injustice not to 
mention certain work that it is at present engaged in, all of which is in 
the interest of the companies represented by its members. Last week 
THE SPECTATOR gave a full account of the work accomplished by the 
association’s committee on crude petroleum for fuel. This week other 
matters of importance have been reported upon, 

* ¥ * 

A COMMITTEE on grain elevator rates, after investigating the question 
of rates, both in Chicago and all competing points, came to the conclusion 
that the complaints made by the owners of elevators, that grain is being 
diverted from Chicago because of higher rates of insurance charged here, 
were not well founded, and that the decrease in the amount of grain stored 
at Chicago was due to entirely different reasons from that of insurance rates, 

* * * 

A new schedule was presented for use by the association (heretofore 
the grain elevator schedule has not been used in rating), the main object 
of which is to place every owner of an elevator upon a basis which will 
give him exact justice. This the committee managed after a conference 
with the elevator owners had been held. If the new schedule is adopted 
and rates are established therefrom, the committee is of the opinion that 
the friction which has so long existed between the elevator men and the 
association will be ended. 

* * * 

A COMMITTEE On guarantee for automatic sprinklers suggested the fol- 
lowing clause to be used on all policies where reduction of rate is made 
for sprinklers: ‘‘ In consideration of the reduced rate on this policy, the 
assured hereby agrees to maintain in working order the apparatus known 
as the automatic sprinkler during the term of this policy ; for fail- 
ure so to do this policy shall be void.” 

x * * 





THE association’s rules and regulations on automatic sprinklers were 
referred to its inspection committee, with the request that it take such 
action as will insure the enforcement of such rules, 

* * * 

One of the largest gasometers in the West was recently completed at 
the Division street bridge (west side), Chicago. It is owned by the Coa- 
sumers Gas Company, and will contain 3,000,000 cubic feet of gas when 


charged. 
* * *& 


Tue agency of the Farmers Insurance Company at Chicago has been 
transferred to Thomas S. Cunningham, who is well known as a rrominent 
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local underwriter of this city. 
Reliance of Philadelphia. 
% % * 





Wma. NIEHORSTER, formerly in charge of the Chicago trade of the 
Rascher Map Publishing Company, bas been made general agent for the 
Louis V. Stiernbery, 
C. E., will hereafter take charge of the interests of the company on La 


company, with full charge of its New York office. 


Salle street. 
¥ * * 


CwHar_es R, Story, secretary of the Home Mutual Insurance Company 
of San Francisco, has received the Republican nomination for Mayor of 


tha: city. 
* * ¥ 


AMONG recent visitors to Chicago were William Wood, manager of the 
United Fire Reinsurance Company of New York ; J. M. DeKamp, man- 


ager at Cincinnati, O., for the Liverpool and London and Globe, and G. 
E. Hersh, president of the Farmers of York. 


* * * 


£. J. CLEVELAND & Co., the Chicago brokers, are issuing policies for 
the Farmers and Merchants Insurance Company of Albany, Ore., on the 
underground plan, 

Cricaco, October 20. 


D. W. S. 












COMMUNICATIONS. 


A NEW OHIO COMPANY, 


[To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. ] 


Can you give us any information in regard to the cash assets and 
resources of the Union Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Cincinnati, 
O.? Their policies are floating around here, but we cannot find their 
Status anywhere, Yours respectfully, L. & T. 

PHILADELPHIA, October 19, 1888. 

[The Union Mutual was organized early in the present year, and has 
not been required as yetto make any report. The Ohio Department 
report credits it with having a capital of $200,000, but gives no other 
information.—Eb, THE SPECTATOR. | 





THE QUESTION OF ADVERSE SELECTION. 


[To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 


Bearing upon the discussion as to the probable term at which the 
eflect of adverse selection will disappear, it may not prove uninteresting 
to call attention to the experience of the Scottish Amicable from 1826 to 
1860, as compiled by Wm. Spens. In his paper ‘‘On the rate of mor- 
tality as influenced by the duration of the assurance” (vol, 15, page 340, 
Journal of Institute of Actuaries), T. B. Sprague, comparing this ex- 
perience with English Life Table No, 2, produces results which sustain 
my original assertion, that the adverse effects pass off in about fiftecn 
years: 

ScOTTISH AMICABLE EXPERIENCE. 


Percentage of |Percentage of 











Yuars oF Assurance, | Genvaes | Years OF ASSURANCE, | mene 
Deaths. | Deaths. 

. | 

| 

I cccccccccccccccecscccce 44-49 || 718,99 cccccecseccccee | 106.39 
D cecvcecccccccscscccccecs 66.30 IO, II, T2.cccccccccccces | 105.02 
3s Greccccccccccccccccccces 75.86 | 13) 14, 1S. seeeerseeennee 93.28 
83.39 | 16 to 22 ..... recvedenes! 89.27 

i] 
© csave dnp eestetecesseses 93.96 SESE c5casessiercnee 80.21 

| 1 





When we reflect that in general the percentage of withdrawals after the 
tenth year is merely nominal, and allowing five years for the effect of the 
withdrawals of the tenth and previous years to have exhausted its force, 
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one would naturally expect that the mortality by years of assurance ang 
the tabular, or averaged, mortality would meet at about the fifteenth year 
after entry. 

I cannot appreciate Mr. Fackler’s objection to taking instances from 
English experience. The latest general tables of English and Americag 
companies’ mortality show a close approximation of experiences, The 
most striking difference occurs in the average duration of the assurances 
being nearly double among the English companies. This grows partly 
out of the greater age of the English companies, and partly from the 
greater persistency of their policyholders. The latter trait Probably 
explains the reason why their mortality by years of assurance falls back 
into the tabular rates earlier than ours—adverse selection becomes 
nominal earlier after the date of entry. 

As life assurance grows older and Americans more conservative, is jt 
not more likely that the American experience of the future wil! tend to 
parallel the English mortality, rather than to reproduce that of its own 
infancy? This will no doubt be assisted by the large European clientage 
which our companies are rapidly acquiring. The tendency of the day is 
to drop the American Table and go back to the English Actuaries’ Table 
for purposes of valuation, It may be unpatriotic, but it seems to be 
wise, in examining into questions relating to the laws of mortality as in. 
fluenced by duration, not to ignore such sources as afford the larger ex. 
perience in duration. W. D. Wuitine, 
NEw York, October 22. 





THE AMERICAN MUTUAL FIRE OF INDIANA. 
[To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR.] 


In your last edition published October 18th appeared a letter from a 
Lawer at South Bend, Indiana, signing himself ‘J. L. M.” derogitory to 
the American Mut. Fire Ins. Co. of South Bend. The letter above 
referred to bears in its very face malice of the worst type. He says, 
‘* After cqnsiderable time and enquiries I succeeded in locating the office 
“‘the Company Etc.” ‘J. L. M.” must have gone to a great deal of 
trouble to locate the Office of the Company for when it is known that we 
have one of the finest offices in the place and within two blocks of either 
the P. O. or leading Hotel, prominently located on the corner of the 
principal streets, we leave it to the readers to say whether such an office 
would require a pack of Sleuth hounds and a posse of detectives to 
locate it, yet “J. L. M.” could only find it by persistent & earnest 
labors. 

2d. “The Company is not incorporated—at least not under the Indiana 
‘* Laws as there are no articles of incorporation on file here.” A part of 
this statement is true and the other half there is no truth in at all. 

The Company is regularly organized under the Indiana Insurance Law 
and the “ Articles of Incorporation” are on file in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
in the very office where the Law says they shall be filed. 

3rd. ‘‘J. L. M.” says ‘tthe men who manage its affairs are located 
somewhere in Michigan and are not know.” Now we might forgive this 
learned gentlemen for his statements under heads Nos. 1 & 2 but when 
he says the officers are not known, he simply oversteps himself and 
shows himself in his true color. 

The president of the Company is the president of the Michigan City 
Reed Chair Company of Michigan City—Now Michigan City is in 
Indiana not over 20 miles from South Bend, and if the gentlemen had 
enquired from any man of the town he could have ascertained just where 
Michigan City was & would have been informed that it was in Indiana & 
not Michigan as he says. 

The same may be said of the Vice Prest., who is the senior member of 
the firm of Campbell & Cook, Steamboat & Tug owners. 

Comment is unnecessary and all I want to do is to place the facts 
before the Public, that they may not be deceived by any such a hack as 
«J. L. M.” is disposed to give it. Yours very truly, 

SoutH Benp, INp., October 22, C. D. Mitey, Secy. 





The American Mutual Fire of South Bend, Ind., which made its 
appearance here a short time ago, and of which E. J. Cleveland & Co., 
the brokers, are the representatives, is reported to be a very large bag of 
wini, The American is the outgrowth of the old Continental of Michi- 
gan City, Ind., which company the American reinsured, taking their wind 
assets—assets upon which the American is now doing business. It is 
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said that these companies were organized to give a position to a former 
Chicago broker, who, by the way, left the city owing several companies. 
The moving spirit in the company is J. R. Van Duzen, who is ably sec- 
onded by the lamented H, A. Sherwood.— The Investigator, Chicago. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





The New York Fire Patrol Report. 


From the report of the fire patro committee of the New York Board of 
Underwriters for the year ending April 39, 1888, we learn that during 
that time the patrol responded to 2072 alarms, the largest number ever 
tabulated by the committee in any one year. The proportion of useless 
alarms to actual fires was forty-five per cent, and the average for six years 
was forty-four per cent. In responding to these alarms, 2174 hours of 
service were performed, The covers spread numbered g981. The insur- 
ance involved at fires was $35,479,549, and losses incurred $6,222,096. 
The expenditures for the maintenance of the patrol aggregated $95,574.41. 
An interesting table is that showing the grade of losses as follows: 


GRADE OF Lossgs, 1888, 




















No. LossEs. Aggregate. Average. 
304 | Under $100.........++- ccinaeeeneon $13,588.72 $44.69 
517 $100 €0 GEG. ..cccesiacsescvses. 200,913.92 388.61 
256 E000 OS DOGODik cs ccccs: 0s0506405% 805,530.89 3,146.69 
34 | 10,000 tO 20,000.....secceceeeeeeees 456,191.79 13,415.58 
18 | 20,000 tO 30,000.........eseeeseoees 450,288.19 25,016 OL 
2 | 30,002 tO 40,009...+.- ee eeeeeeeeeees 79.099 40 35,049 70 
6 | 40,000 to 50,000.......... sakeserens 274.944 44 45,824.07 
8 | Over $50,000... ncnscsercccvvcceess 3,:950,538-65 | 171,762.55 
1,160 $6,222,096.00 | $5,363.87 








The amount of insurance involved and the loss sustained are, according to 
the report, in excess of those of any year yet reported, the next largest on 
record being those of 1866. The excess of that year is attributed to the 
change from the volunteer to the paid department system, the appoint- 
ment of new and untried men and the inadequately equipped fire appar- 
aus. ‘‘No such reason, however,” it continues, “can be given for the 
excess of the present time—our fire department stands unequaled in 
point of discipline and efficiency, in apparatus and implements, and 
therefore the responsibility does not rest upon them for the ggeat destruc- 
tion of property. It has been a year of extraordinary events, not only in 
fire matters, but in atmospheric influences ; fires which at other times would 
have been handled and been of little importance, have turned into con- 
flagrations, despite the efforts and ability of tried men and improved 
methods of fire extinguishment.” 

Attention is called to the fact that the insurance companies’ losses 
exceed the premium receipts of the calendar year 1887, and, then, after 
reviewing the twenty-three prominent fires of the year, at each of which 
the losses exceeded $50,000, and so many of which occurred in the dry- 
goods district, the report calls special attention to the values_and risks in 
that district in the following words : 

The dry-goods district, or rather that portion of the city bounded by 
Chambers street on the south, Elm and Crosby streets on the east, Hous- 
ton street on the north and South Fifth avenue and West Broadway on 
the west, an area of 145 acres, contains 1636 buildings. 

_ The value of insurable property is not ascertainable, yet can be approx- 
imated and the result may be surprising. 

For instance, during the year there occurred in that district a total of 
sixty-six fires where loss was sustained by the underwriters. The amount 
of insurance involved in those fires aggregated $10,906,316.72, and the 
actual loss sustained $2,447,814.11. The average amount of insurance 
upon the ninety-nine buildings and contents involved in the loss was 
$110,164.81 to each, and if this average is taken upon the total number 
of buildings in the district it would produce the sum of $180,229,629.16 
of insurable property. 

Extending this example a trifle further to ascertain the bearing of the 
loss to the amount of insurable property as stated, we find that a rating 
of $135.81 would be required to meet the loss incurred. Some may say 
that this approximate estimate of insurable property is not large enough, 
but if we double it to $360,000,000, which on the other hand is too high 
an estimate, it would still require a rating of 67.90. 

It may be argued that this is problematical, and that the year was an 
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exceptional one for volume of disaster, and while this is so in a measure, 
yetour records presenta noticeable tact that 323¢ per cent of the entire 
city losses for the past sixteen years have occurred in that district. See 
following exhibit: 
1873—Loss within dry-goods district, averaged......-.---- 23 per cent. 
1874 e “9 ws eeeweegene — * 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885, 
1886 
1887 
1888 





Total 





The National Life Association of Hartford. 


THIS company, formerly a purely assessment organization, was reorgan- 
iz2d some months since with a paid-up capital, for the purpose of ena- 
bling it to do business on an improved plan devised by its general man- 
ager, D. S. Fletcher. Since then it has been doing a largely increased 
business, and has received the confmendation of many influential per- 
sons. The plan of Mr. Fletcher provides that every member shall pay the 
cost of his insurance at some time during his membership. Each is 
charged in advance for the amount of assurance he desires, according to 
his age and expectancy of life. Tnis is a single premium, which is 
divided, according to the wishes of the assured, into yearly, semi-annual 
or quarterly payments, which are collected inadvance. Should the assured 
die within his expectancy, so much of the premium that would carry him 
to the end of that period, as remains unpaid, is deducted from the sum 
due under the policy. By this means, it is claimed, that equity is estab- 
lished between members, each one paying the full cost of his assurance. 
According to the association’s report issued in July, it had assets 
amounting to $170,000, and about $1,500,coo of insurance in force, It has 
paid all claims promptly, as it is in a condition to do in consequence of 
collecting its premiums in advance, 





Mr. Beemer and the Fidelity and Casualty, 
J. G. BEEMER, president of the Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company, 
writes as follows to The Chrenicle of this city : 

In your issue of the 11th inst., appears an article apparently in the in- 
terest of the Fidelity and Casualty company. This is a mild form of the 
many attacks that have been made on me during the past year on behalf 
of that company. Ihave endeavored to keep out of any newspaper con- 
troversy, believing the usual rule of newspapers not to pass judgment or 
express opinions while a ma ter is pending in court to be the proper one, 
but patience ceases to be a virtue at certain times, 

Now, Mr. Editor, I am not the only individual, nor is this the only com- 
pany that is interested in these matters, although I have adopted the 
course of acting openly and above board. If you will kindly give me 
space I would like to make a frank statement of the whole matter. 

The Fidelity and Casualty company secured a charter by which they 
claim the :ight to do four kinds of business, After having secured the 
charter they had the law of this State amended, the vice-president of the 
company making repeated visits to Albany, appearing before committees 
and soliciting votes to enact the law of 1879, by which it was provided 
no other company could be organized in this State to do more than one kind 
of casualty business, thus giving them a monopoly of the right to do four 
kinds. From time to time the laws have been amended, and at present 
no company, either of this or any other State, can be allowed to do more 
than one kind o! casualty business here. They go into other States ask- 
ing for admissionto do four kinds of business aad pay only one set of 
license fees, taxes, etc., thus escaping the burdens that are imposed on 
companies doing one kind of casualty business. 

We naturally claim that they should not have any advantages or privi_ 
leges, if they have any, over other companies. That all casualty compa- 
nies should stand equal before the laws of this or any other State. 

Unfortunately for them, the retaliatory laws of other States require that 
the same measure that New York metes out shall be measured back 
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again. Iam clearly of the opinion that their business in these several States 
is illegal, and if they were engaged in the fire or life insurance branches 
it would come toa sudden stop. This opinion was shared by a number 
of the officials of these States until they were induced by specious argu- 
ment to renew their licenses, the result of which was that the attention of 
the law officers of some of these States was called to the matter, and I do 
not believe that it will be charged by anybody that the Attorney Generals 
of these States could be persuaded to bring actions in their Supreme 
Courts were they not satisfied that the company is doing business in their 
States in violation of law. Then the matter stands that my own view of 
the law has had the indorsement of the highest law officer of at least three 
States, and in three States so far actions have been begun against the 
company. Now, sir, 1 am content to leave the matter for the courts to 
decide. Notwithstanding the postponement and delays, we will have a 
decision from some of these courts within a few weeks, and if they decide 
that the Fidelity and Casualty company is violating the law, I do not see 
how it will be possible for you or any other journalist to uphold them. 
If the decision is adverse to the Fidelity company, all the attacks made 
on me must fall groundless, for surely no one can say that I was not 
justified, if I were entirely alone in the matter, in demanding that a 
competitor, whose methods and practices I believe to be wrong, should 
comply with the laws, If, oa the other hand, the courts shall decide that 
the company have the legal right to do business as they are doing it, then 
I must admit that the law officers of the States, as well as myself, were 
wrong in our views. 

Be the outcome what it may, it will be desirable for both sides to know 
who is right and who is wrong. Very respectfully, 

J. G, Beemer, President. 
No. 68 William street, New York, October 11. 





Convention of the Southeastern Tariff Association at 
Baltimore. 
|Special Telegram to THE SPECTATOR. ] 

BALTIMORE, October 24,10 A. M.—The meeting of the Southeastern Tariff 
Association which is called at the Chamber of Commerce building in this 
city, at 12 o’clock to-day, is exceedingly important, for the result of the 
deliberations will largely determine the successful continuance of the 
association. Most of the companies in the association have rigidly lived 
up to the agreement to pay fifteen per cent commission to agents and no 
more, but a few of the companies have violated this agreement, and the 
members of the association are determined to bring matters to a crisis 
and definite decision at this meeting. The opinion prevails that the asso- 
ciation will be successful in establishing fifteen per cent as the highest 
rate of commission permitted to be paid within its jurisdiction. 

lt will be remembered that at the last annual meeting of the association 
at Old Point Comfort, there were rumors of violations of the commission 
agreement on the part of several companies, and the proceedings of that 
meeting show that when at the call of the roll the representative of each 
company was required to get up and state whether it had violated the fifteen 
per cent agreement, there was abundant evidence that these rumors were 
not without foundation. Members recognize that the limitation of tifteen 
per cent as commission to agents is the cornerstone of the foundation of 
the Southeastern Tariff Association. At the first meeting of the associa- 
tion the majority of the companies represented decided that before any- 
thing could be done to regulate rates in the Southeastern States the com- 
mission question needed to be first controlled. Last year there were 
rumors of violations on the part of the Phenix of Brooklyn, the Rochester 
German, the Virginia Fire and Marine, the Western of Toronto, the 
Hamburg-B.emen, the Georgia Home, the Royal and a few other compa- 
nies. These violations were confined, however, entirely to the State of 
North Carolina. In calling the roll atthe meeting at Old Point Comfort it 
was found that the principal difficulty was at Raleigh. The Royal claimed 
that the Phenix of Brooklyn was paying its agents there more than fifteen 
per cent commission. They were in the same agency and the former 
company could get no business on the fifteen per cent commission plan, 
so it finally determined to give the agent a salary. At the meeting at Old 
Point Comfort the association passed a rule that the payment of a salary 
was contrary to the spirit of the fifteen per cent regulation. [t is claimed 
that no agent in the field of the Southeastern Tariff Association can derive 
a living out of fifteen per cent commission paid by one company. Mem- 
bers of the association therefore held that the appointment of an agent on 
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a living salary gave him ar advantage over his competitors and enableg 
him to bid more advantageously for business, A resolution was also 
passed at that meeting that the fifteen per cent commission pledge should 
be signed by all members of the association. When this pledze was pre. 
sented for the signatures of the members, Mr, Warfield of the Royal de. 
clined to sign, on the ground that he would not permit any association 
to say that his company could not appoint a man on a salary. Eventually 
the agent at Raleigh, in the service of the Phenix, the Royal and the 
Continental, became the exclusive agent of the Royal. 

Here is another point of controversy which must receive consideration 
at the meeting. The North Carolina Home Insurance Company was ad. 
mitted to membership as a co-operative member on the understanding 
that they were to pay a commission in excess of fifteen per cent at some 
of their agencies, Since that time the German-American of New York 
has made some arrangement with the North Carolina Home, guaranteeing 
the policies of that company, and now the members say that the North 
Carolina Home must live up to the fifteen per cent agreement, The 
German-American is in full fellowship with the ass< ciation, however, 
except as sponsor for the North Carolina Home. The Western and the 
Hamburg-German are paying more than fifteen per cent commission and 
have declined thus far to sign the pledge. The Virginia Fire and Marine 
is in the same situation, The Georgia Home, which formerly paid more 
than the regulation commission, has signed the pledge, and from the first 
of October is a straight-out fifteen per cent company. 

The plan that the members of the association are discussing is either 
to throw North Carolina out of the field of the Tariff Association, or 
expel the companies which do not live up to the rules cf the association, 
All the trouble that this association has had has been born in that State, 
Some propose to take in Mississippi in place of North Carolina and let 
North Carolina join the Virginia State Board. Many of the members ap. 
prove of the expulsion of the disloyal members, however, in preference 
to dropping North Carolina, for the reason that there are some forty or 
fifty companies in the association doing business in that State that need 
the loyal support of a board. 


October 24, 2 P. M-<—Both in point of attendance by both Northern and 
Southern underwriters and of the subjects considered, the present meet- 
ing of the Southeastern Tariff Association must rank as one of the most 
important ever yet held. When the meeting was called to order at 12 
o’clock by President Livingston Mims, thirty-seven companies had repre- 
sentatives present. In come instances companies have an officer, general 
agent for the South and special agent to represent their interests; in 
other cases, two representatives, general agent and special agent, or chief 
manager and general or special agent. A better point than Baltimore 
could not hage been chosen, situated midway as it is between the field of 
the Southeastern Association and the home offices of the large agency 
companies. 

When Secretary Fleming called the roll the following companies re- 
sponded by their representatives : 


American, Philadelphia, Wm. B. Kelly, general agent, Philadelph a; Con- 
tinental, New York, D. F. C. Moore, vic?-president, NewYork, and Henry Evans, 
secretary, agency department, New York; Commercial Union, Charles Sewell, 
manager, New York; E.C. Brush, special agent, Richmond; City of London, 
C. B. Hill, Boston; Central City, Alabama, Wm. F. Prioleau, Atlanta; Fire 
Association, Philadelphia, E.C Irvin, vice-president, Philadelphia ; Join D. Brad- 
ford, Atlanta, special agent; Germania, New York, Clarence Know'es, Atlanta, 
manager; German-American, New York, J. A. Silvey, second vice-president, 
New York; J. A. Thomas, Nashville, general agent; Hartford, P. C. Royce, 
secretary, Hartford; T. Eggleston, general agent, Atlanta; Home, New York, 
L. Mims, Atlanta, manager; Hamburg-Bremen, F. O. Affeld, manager, New 
York; J. W. Gordon, Richmond, general agent; Insurance Company of North 
America, Eugene S. Ellison, a sistant secretary, Philad Iphia; E.S Gay, Adanta, 
manager ; Imperial, England, Alfred Rowell, Philadelphia, special azent; Liverpool 
and London and Giobe, Heary V. Ogden, resident secretary, New Orleans; J. W. 
W. Churchill, Richmond, special agent; London Assurance, Geo. H. \/arks, resi- 
dent manager, New York; London and Lancashire, E P. Hea on, assistant man- 
ager, New York; Lancashire, Geo. Pritchard, associate manager, NewYork ; Lion 
and Scottish Union and National, J. H. Brewster, assistant manager, Hartford; 
Macon, Georgia, J. M. Ogden, Macon (proxy); New York Underwriters Agency, 
E. H. Swain, assistant general agent, New York; W. A. Co ke, adjuster, 
Atlanta; Niaga a, New York, Thos. F. Goodrich, vice-president, New York ; 
H.W. Brown, manager, Philade’phia; North British and Mercantile, Mr. Selden, 
New York; Henry E. Rees, Atlanta; Northern Assurance, J. Monroe Ogden, 
general agent, Macon; Norwich Union, J. S. Middlet n, Charleston, S. C., 
special agent; North Carolina Home, W.S. Primrose, president, Raleigh ; Orient, 
Hartford, Mr. Cook, secretary, Hartford; Phoeaix, Hartford, J. H. Mi chell, viee, 
president, Hariford; J. S. Raine, special agent, Atlanta; Phenix, New York- 
H. C. Stockdell, general agent, Atlanta; S. Y. Tupper, Jr., special agent, 
Charleston; Phoenix, London, A. D. Irving, manager, New York; L. k. Warren, 
special agent, Augus‘a, Ga.; Providence-Washingtor, J. H. De Wolf, president; 
J. H. Norton, general agen’, Jacksonville; Royal, England, John B. Castleman, 
manager, Louisvil.e; J. D. Youag, special ageat, Louisville; M. Lewin Hewes, 
specialagent, Baltimore; Rochester German, H. F. Atwood, secretary, Kuchester; 





t-=—tjtbpi=—wt=h wai mim _ @e enpremem et a 








Oct. 25, 1888. ] 


Sun Fire Office, A. B. Andrews, special agent, Atlanta; Sun Mutual, New 
Orleans, Clarence Knowles, general agent, Atlanta; Virginia Fire and Marine, 
W. L. Cowardin, president, Richmond; Western, Canada, A. W. Dodd, 
superintendent cfagencies, Toronto; J. D. Moore, special agent, Baltimore. 


President Mims delivered an interesting and spicy address based on the 
text that the establishment and enforcement of uniform commissions is 
essential to harmony among companies and agents. He recited the reso- 
lutions and pledge on this subject adopted at the last annual meeti g at 
Old Point Comfort, and then rehearsed the present situation, showing 
that certain companies have been paying direcily or indirectly more than 
the regulation commission. I quote from his address ° 


It was in obedience to these resolutions that your executive committee 
have corresponded with each company, asking their signatures to the re- 
quired pledge. They feit, as did the many companies so promptly sign- 
ing it, that it was not to question the fidelity and honor of any particular 
company, but in this way to discover anyone violating that tule or unwill- 
ing to be bound thereby. Some companies, instead of signing the 
pledge, have only written declaring their faithful observance of it in the 
past and their promise forthe future. A very few (only two) have done 
so, reserving the privilege to pay contingent commiss:ons, insisting that 
such did not in effect exceed fifteen per cent flat, and some have inserted 
a condition that it was not to be binding unless observed by all the other 
members (which this committee considered as understood)—all of whom, 
however, have been considered as virtually repledging themselves. I am 
sorry, however, to have to report that despite the most patient, earnest 
and entreating efforts of the committee to have them do so, these com- 
panies—The Royal (under Manager Warfield), for North Carolina ; the 
Hamburg-Bremen, for North Carolina ; the Western, for North Carolina ; 
ihe Rochester German, the Virginia Fire and Marine, and North Carolina 
Home—have thus far refused in any manner to pledge themselves not to 
pay exceeding fifteen per cent commissions to local agents, and in that 
refusal suggest their payment of higher commissions and the palpable vio- 
lation of the law and constitution to which they had pledged observance, 
andin the determination of your executive committee to enforce your 
rules and not to tolerate their violation on the part of any company, and 
in the serious question arising as to the proper course to be pursued in 
the situation created by the conduct of these companies, and their feeling 
that the responsibility of its settlement was too great for them to assume, 
is, as | should have remarked to you earlier, the occasion of this special 
session —that the whole matter be referred to your complete authority for 
decisive and final action, It is proper that I should state that the Royal 
Insurance Company, under Manager Warfield for North Carolina, dis- 
claims any allowance of more than fifteen per cent commissicns, but 
admits the payment of a salary to his local agent at Raleigh, and declares 
they will not be governed by the rule of the association declaring the pay- 
ment of a salary a violation of the fifteen percent commission rule. * * * 

It must appear to you, therefore, that whatever action you may feel con- 
strained to take in this matter, it should be limited in its operation to 
North Carolina, so that the entirely satisfactory condition prevailing in 
the other four States, where not only adequate rates are faithfully ob- 
served, but uniform commissions are paid to local agents, should not in 
any manner be interrupted, for it is a pleasure to see that these very com- 
panies that are so wild and sinful in North Carolina are virtuous and law- 
abiding in the other States. Of the six named companies three have 
already, through their mangers for the other four States, given unqualified 
pledge to the fifteen per cent commission rule. The North Carolina 
Home and Virginia Fire and Marine only do business in North Carolina, 
thus leaving the Rochester German only of all the companies named to 
answer as to commissions paid in the other States, which we assume not 
toexceed fifteen per cent from the fact that we have never heard to the 
contrary, and, as itis in agencies with other companies that would not 
be in any agent’s hands that received more than fifteen per cent, it must 
be so. * * 

But if in your judgment and discretion it seems inevitable that, in con- 
sequence of the course of the companies named—if still persisted in— 
you shall, in vindication of the required observance of the rules and laws 
you have imposed for the government of all your members. declare that 
further membership on the part of any or all of the companies named is 
inconsistent with the character, purposes and requirements of your asso- 
ciation, and that their names be stricken from its roll, then should each 
company, for its own protection, require from each of its local agents 
within the State of North Carolina assurance that he does not in any man- 
ner receive more than fifteen per cent commissions, and that he will not, 
while representing such company, accept the agency of any company or 
person offering or paying a higher commission. I recommend a form be 
fixed and prescribed for the use of all the members of this association. 
Indeed, Iam persuaded it should be required in any event, and this re- 
quirement not confined to one State alone, but required in all. 

I remind you of the report of the committee on contingent commissions 
made to your last annual meeting, as follows: 

“Your committee respectfully report that, in their opinion, the pay- 
ment or promise of commission in any form, which may result in the 
commission exceeding fifteen per cent is a violation of the commission 


‘Tule of the association.” 


—and of its reference to the present executive committee for attention. 
This required attention was hastened on their part in the case of two of 

members of the association who made tke allowance of payment of 
contingent commissions a condition of their making the required pledges. 
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The matter being considered, the committee adopted this preamble and 
resolution : 

‘* Whereas, The payment of ten per cent flat and not exceeding fifteen 
per cent contingent commissions on net profits of business has been made 
by some companies in exceptional cases, and the same has been bereto- 
fore tacitly permitted by former executive committees as not violative of 
the fifteen per cent commission rule of the Southeastern Tariff Associa- 
tion—therefore, this committee, believing that it is offered by companies 
in such exceptional cases as where they prefer not to pay fifteen per cent 
flat commissions and to such local agents as, from our knowledge, would 
prefer to have fifteen percent flat, and that asa rule, taking into con- 
sideration the average net profits on which such contingent is paid, it 
does not exceed fifteen per cent flat commissions ; therefore 

** Resolved, That it is not a violation of the fifteen per cent commission 
rule of the Southeastern Tariff Association to pay ten per cent flat and 
not exceeding fifteen per cent contingent commissions, based upon the 
net profits of the agencies at which such flat and contingent commissions 
are paid.” 

The adoption of this resolution, however, has called forth very decided 
objections from several companies, who insist that it may, in effect, per- 
mit the payment of more than fifteen per cent commissions, and so 
decided is the opposition to it on the part of one company—the Norwich 
Union—that it tendered its resignation as a member of the association, 
The parties thus objecting bave been advised that the action of the com- 
mittee would be reported to this meeting and your review and action in 
the matter invited, and awaiting it the Norwich Union has withdrawn its 
resignation, 

After the president had finished his remarks General Castleman of the 
Royal spoke in support of his company, and moved that a committee of 
five be appointed to consider the subject covered by the president’s ad- 
dress. 

Mr. Primrose of the North Carolina Home took exception, on behalf 
of his company, to the following words used by President Mims: ‘‘The 
palpable violation of the law and constitution to which they had pledged 
observance,” and thought that instead of the word ‘‘they” the sentence 
should read ‘‘ most of them.” President Cowardin of the Virginia Fire 
and Marine also stated his position before the meeting. 

In accordance with General Castleman’s motion the following commit- 
tee was appointed to consider the commission question and the other 
questions relating thereto and report to the association: Messrs. Swain, 
Irving, Mitchell, Churchill and Goodrich. 

The meeting then adjourned until four o’clock, to allow the committee 
ample time to discuss matters and interview the representatives of com- 
panies violating the rules of the association. 


October 24, 10 o’clock Pp. M_—When the convention came to order in 
the afternoon the report of the committee on the president’s address was 
at once received. It was as follows: 


Your committee on president’s address respectfully report having met 
at once after adjournment of the meeting, and called up representatives 
of companies named as out of line. Mr. Dodd of the Western of Toronto 
preferred to make his statement in open meeting, therefore we give no 
details of his remarks. Mr. Primrose of the North Carolina Home is 
personally in favor of fifteen per cent commission, but the conditions of 
his business arrangements make necessary the continuance of his present 
plan. All new appointmentsare to be on the fifteen per cent basis, as are 
already two-thirds of his agencies. In any event he would have to refer 
the question to his board of directors, but could not recommend the 
making of a pledge. Mr. Affeld of the Hamburg-Bremen appeared with 
General Agent Gordon, and said that he had lately arranged for excess 
commission (by contingent on profits). When forced so to do by action 
ot other companies, excepting one agency (and that in November, 1889), 
all can be put on fifteen percent basis, and shall be if all agents are 
obliged to take no more than that (the North Carolina Home to be allowed 
to continue as at present), He further stated he had not been under ab- 
solute pledge as regards North Carolina, the company’s membership 
being originally through Mr. Pattilas’ department, which does not include 
North Carolina, and that General Agent Gordon stated when joining that 
he would hold himself free to make reprisals. Mr. Cowardin of the 
Virginia Fire and Marine read several letters, and made verbal state- 
ments, all to the effect that excess commission has been and is being paid 
by his company, but merely only as a defensive measure, necessary 
because other companies named have paid such commissions. 

General Agent Hays claims in a letter read that originally excess agree- 
ments were known of and not condemned by the association at the time 
of the ‘ast discussion of the subject. Mr. Cowardin is willing to co- 
operate with all others to effect a uniform commission or quit North 
Carolina. Mr. Hewes of the Royal will agree to fifteen per cent com- 
mission, except where the agent represents only the Royal, in which case 
they must be free to pay a salary, provided no arrangement for salary shall 
be made with any agent having represented any other company within 
the year, and salaried agents shall be bound by all local usages; and 
unless the Raleigh deal is to be undisturbed. Mr. Atwood of the Rochester 
German says his company will adhere to the fifteen per cent rule as long 
as all other companies do so, General Agent Hays was under instruc- 
tions at the time of joining the asseciation that in the matter of commis- 
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sions he was to have no voice. The interview with Mr. Atwood ended 
the work of your committee, no further time being available before the 
meeting of the association ; and we now recommend the consideration of 
the North Carolina matter by the committee of the whole. Your com- 
mittee are of the opinion that the report of the committee on contingent 
commissions, as shown on page seven of the president’s address, is cor- 
rect, and should be adupted by the association. Tne address has not 
been acted upon as regards any of the other subjects, but is well worth 
the careful study of every member of the association, 

Mr. Warren of the Phcenix of London moved that the report of the 
committee be adopted so far as it related to the situation in North Caro- 
lina, and that the convention forthwith resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole to consider the situation in Norh Car.lina, Carried. 

_Clarence Knowles was appointed chairman of the committee of the 
whole and took the chair, and a lengthy debate followed, which lasted 
several hours and far into the evening. 


Mr. Hewes of the Royai explained how the Royal came to appoint their 
agent at Raleigh as exclusive agent of the company ona salary. Hesaid 
that they could make no money while the Phenix of Brooklyn was pay- 
ing the same agent more than! fifteen per cent. Messrs. Stockdell and 
Tupper replied to Mr. Hewes. 

The frank statements of Mr. Hewes as to how the spirit of the rules of 
the Tariff Association had been violated caused frequent Jaughter. 


Mr. Cowardin spoke on the demoralized condition of affairs generally, 
and created merriment when he said things were loose everywhere, and 
in no place were things looser than in New York, 


Mr. Affeld said: ‘‘ This association will g*t no pledge from me or my 
representative in North Carolina to abide by rules and rates unless all 
companies sign the pledge.” 


Mr. Dodd of the Western stated that his company objected to signing 
the pledge, since it was possible for a company within the association to 
pay a salary to its agents. 

Amony others who took part in the debate were Messrs. Gordon, 
Royce, Sewell, Gay, Mims, Brown, Eggleston, Atwood, J. M. Hare of 
the Norwich Union, T. G. Peyton of the Lion and Scottish Union, and 
Mr. Franklin, secretary of the Sun Fire Office. The last named three 
underwriters arrived by afternoon train. 

Many motions and amendments were offered and rejected, and great 
efforts were made to induce the objecting members to sign commission 
agreements. The association showed its strength by the results attained. 


Oa motion of Mr. Stockdell, it was finally decided that the convention 
call upon the objecting companies to vote aye or nay as to whether they 
would conform to the pledge unconditionally, 

The Hamburg-Bremen stated they would vote aye if the others would 
vote aye. The North Carolina Home said they could not act at present, 
The Royal said they would sign if the Raleigh deal could stand. Mr. 
Dodd of the Western voted aye. Mr. Atwood of the Rochester German 
voted aye. The Hamburg-Bremen said they would waive the Raleigh 
difficulty, but insisted that the North Carolina Home should sign. The 
Virginia Fire and Marine voted aye. The only companies not voting to 
conform unconditionally are the Royal and North Carolina Home. On 
motion of Mr. Brown of the Niagara it was voted that these two compa- 
nies give their unqualified assent to the commission pledge. 


The committee of the whole then report:d to the association through 
Chairman Knowles that harmony had been secured. He said: ‘‘ The 
committee of the whole has sceured the unqualified assent of all compa- 
nies members of this association to the commission rule with the excep- 
tion of the North Carolina Home and the Royal, and the committee re- 
quests the association to express its unanimous wish that those com- 
panies render their unqualified allegiance at the earliest possible 
moment.” The report was adopted unanimously. 


The convention then took up the second portion of the report of the 
committee on the president’s address, referring to contingent commis- 
sions, The committee reported unfavorably oa the payment or promise 
of commission in any form which may result in a commission exceeding 
fifteen per cent. After a short debate this matter was made a special 
order for Thursday morning at ten o’clock. The convention then ad- 
journed, 

The committee of managers held a conference this morning with the 
committee from the Baltimore local board on the subject of improving 
matters in Baltimore, but nothing definite was done and there will be 
another conference Thursday. A.L. J. S. 
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Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company. 

Nort yet seven years old, L'oyds Plate Glass Insurance Company, by 
energetic and judicious management, has attained a surprising growth 
and an enviable reputation in this branch of underwriting. Starting in 
1882 with a modest income of $22,564, and reporting at the close of that 
year assets of $207,084, the business of the company steadily increased as 
it became more widely known and branched out into fresh territory until, 
on the first of January this year, its statement showed an income for the 
previous year of $242,492, while it had paid to policyholders the sum of 
$96,368, and possessed assets of $283,520. Just now the Lloyds is oper. 
ating in thirty Siates and in Canada, and its many and energetic agents, 
backed by the good management and push of President Beemer, are roll. 
ing up a substantial and rapidly increasing volume of business, 








MERE MENTION. 


—The General Life and Fire of London has entered California, 


—Garrett Brown of The Vindicator was in New York during the past 
week, 

—Rates will be reduced at Braintree, Mass., because of the new water 
supply system. 

—The Merchants Marine Insurance Company of Halifax, N. S., will 
go out of business. 


—Fifty-nine companies are now represented in the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters. 

—Homer Albers has been appointed receiver of the Massachusetts 
Relief Association. 

—William Dinkelspiel has left the Equitable and joined the forces of 
the New York Life. 

—The Massachusetts Mutual Life has entered Oregon and applied for 
admission to California, 


—We have received the report of the Philadelphia Fire Insurance 
Patrol for the year 1887, 


—The Memphis (Tenn.) Board of Underwriters refuses to adopt the 
Western Union cotton form. 


—The Glens Falls has appointed a lady, Miss Neil E. Hannah, its 
special agent and local agent at Detroit. 


—The Massachusetts Supreme Court has appointed George M. Stearns 
receiver for the Mutual Relief Association. 


—It is announced the Fire Insurance Association of London will keep 
up its Canadian branch with headquarters at Montreal. 


—The first meeting for the season of the Life Underwriters Association 
of Western New York was held at Rochester, October 16, 


—lInsurance prints an advertisement of ‘‘The Commercial Union 
Insurance Company of London.” There is no such company. 


—Last week’s fire losses in the United States, according to The 
Standard, were $1,224,000—a total since January 1 of $86,496,000. 


—Through inadvertance, we omitted last week to thank the publish- 
ers for bound copies of volumes 37 and 38 of The Weekly Underwriter. 


—We have received the annual report of the committee on fire patrol 
of the New York Board ef Fire Underwriters for the year ending April 
30, 1888. 

—Edgar W. Crowell, vice-president of the Metropolitan Plate Glass 
Insurance Company, and ex-vice-president of the Phenix of Brooklyn, 
died at three o’clock this morning at his residence in Brooklyn. 


—Hamilton & Zippel is the name of a new firm, composed of F. H. 
Hamilton and Chas, J. Zippel, which has established itself in the fire and 
marine insurance brokerage business at No. 33 Pine street, this city. 
Both parties are young and eaterprising men, who have been for several 
years identified with the business, Mr. Hamilton having been connected 
with the Hanover Insurance Company, and both stand high in both social 
and business circles. 

—A terrible explosion in the forehold of the petroleum-laden steamer 
Ville de Calais at Calais, France, from Philadelphia, on Tuesday of last 
week, caused the loss of about twenty-five lives. The forward deck and 
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part of the sides of the vessel were blown away, and she sank by the head, 
the part of the hull above water burning. The disaster was caused by 
accumulated gas. 

—James Montefiore, who had been soliciting business in Massachusetts 
without a license for the Metropolitan Life, was fined $100 in the District 
Court at Fall River, Mass., last week. 

—The Boston Board of Fire Underwriters has asked the Mayor and 
city council to establish the office of inspector of electric wires. The 
Mayor is in sympathy with the scheme. 

—Mrs. Mary Wilson of New Brunswick, N. J., while ill with typhoid 
fever and delirious, set fire to the bed clothes on her bed and then 
jumped into the flames, and was fatally burned. 

—An Ohio farmer recently made claim on a Warren (O.) fire insurance 
agency for the value of a fine three-year old steer which had been shc¢ by 
some hunters, claiming loss by fire under his policy. 

—A singular and horrible accident took place on Saturday at Norris- 
town, Pa., when a man named Thomas Carr fell into a machine for grind- 
ing stone and clay, and was literally ground to pieces. 

—The German Mutual Fire Insurance Company of St. Louis advertises 
its intention to incorporate and to have a guarantee fund of $50,000. It 
will insure against damage by fire, lightning and wind. 

—The handsome Penacook club-house near Double Bridge, N. J., was 
destroyed by fire October 15, with all its costly furniture, paintings, etc. 
The loss will reach $150,000, on which there is no insurance. 

—In view of the approach of cold weather, the Cleveland Board of Fire 
Underwriters has issued a circular calling attention to special precautions 
to be taken in connection with heating apparatus, flues, ashes, etc. 

—The warehouses of the Standard Oil Company at Duluth, Minn., 
together with 22,000 barrels of oil, were destroyed by fire on the 16h 
inst, The plant was entirely new, and the loss is placed at $130,000. 

—After robbing the house of William McCombes at Columbus, O., 
the other night, burglars poured coal oil about and set fire to the building, 
completely destroying it. The inmates bareiy,escaped with their lives. 

—An illustrated description of the new quarters of John C. Paige at 20 
Kilby street, Boston, occupies two pages of The Standard of last Satur- 
day. The whole of the five-story building is devoted to the business of 
the firm. 

—The examiners of the New England Electrical Exchange recently 
examined the employees of the electric light companies of western 
Massachusetts and Connecticut for licenses. The examinations were 
held at Springfield. 

—Paterson, N. J., is reported to be also using its fire department horses 
for drawing street sprinklers. This is about as poor economy as could 
be practiced. The department horses shouid be near the engine, ready 
for service, at all times. 

—Among the cotton received at Charleston on Saturday last was one 
lot of fifileen bales from Cheraw, S. C., covered with the new pine straw 
bagging. It is reported that the whole lot was readily disposed of and at 
once accepted by the exporters. 

—Isaac W. Brooks and E, A. Stedman, receivers of the Charter Oak 
Life, desire all policies sent to them at once, as they are needed for com- 
parison with the claims filed. The receivers have on deposit in the 
national banks in Hartford $244,244.32. 

—Mrs. Ursella Johnson of West Somerville, Mass., was arrested last 
week, charged with setting fire to the stable of her next-door neighbor, a 
milkman. She is said to have had trouble with him because he used up 
all the water available and left her without. 

—A second fatal railroad accident on the Lehigh Valley Railroad oc- 
curred October 16 ten miles from Mud Run, where the dreadful disaster 
happened the week before. A fast freight train ran into a gravel train, 
and seven laborers were killed and twenty-nine injured. 

—The Weeks Block at North Haverhill, N. H., occupied as a store 
and post-office, was burned by burglars on the night of October 15, after 
two safes had been robbed. There was no fire apparatus of any kind, 
and the building and an adjoining residence were entirely destroyed. 


—W. D. Welsh, a traveling salesman, took out a certificate in the Royal 
Arcanum for $3000 on his life in favor of his betrothed wife, Mrs. Nettie 
Parks, though the by-laws recognized as beneficiaries only next of kin, 
blood relations or actual dependents. Welsh was frozen to death and 


his sweetheart married another man but claimed the $3000. A Chicago 
court has just decided that she cannot have it, and that it must go to the 
brothers of the dead man. It is reported that the woman will appeal 
the case. 

—A disastrous railroad accident occurred in Italy last week, a crowded 
excursion train from Naples being buried undera landslide in the Potenza 
district. At last accounts fifty-fiveinjured persons and twenty-four corpses 
had been taken from the wreck. 

—Last Thursday in Brooklyn Sarah Heim’s kitchen fire burned slowly 
and she poured kerosene on it to start it up. She succeeded so well that 
she is now in the hospital and may not recover. The day before, at Den- 
ver, Col.,a woman tried to fill a kerosene lamp while it was lighted. 
She is dead. 

—-The cannon ball express from Cincinnati on the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad on Friday last struck an open switch on a trestle near Washing- 
ton, Pa., and the engine, tender, baggage car and sleeper fell ten feet, 
and were totally wrecked. Two men were killed and twenty two per- 
sons injured. 

—Our correspondent at Fostoria, O., writes: ‘After exhaustive and 
expensive experiments with deep wells and shafts in solid limestone, 
Ferris & Halladay have been compelled to withdraw their proposition to 
erect water-works here, as they failed to find a water supply adequate in 
quantity and quality.” 

—How curiously the types will sometimes twist the sense of a sen- 
tence. A contemporary last week reported a collision on the Lehigh 
Valley Railroad between a regular and a ‘‘grave” train; seven men 
killed and twenty-nine injured. ‘‘Gravel” was what was meant, but it 
was a ‘‘ grave” train, indeed. 

—A very sad but suggestive case is reported from Orangeburg, S. C. 
One Livingstone died of paralysis, leaving a numerous family without 
means. He had carried a $2000 life policy until within a few weeks of 
his death, when he let it lapse. Less than $5 more paid in premiums 
would have secured $2000 to his family. 

—In a head collision between two passenger trains on the Cumberland 
Valley Railroad near Shippensburg, Pa., last Thursday, one perscn was 
killed and ten injured. A dispatch says: ‘‘On one train the cars were 
telescoped to within five feet of the end, and on the other train they were 
telescoped about one-third of the distance.” 

—Col. R. M. Pulsifer, one of the proprietors of The Boston Herald, who 
died suddenly last week, carried, it is reported, $250,000 life assurance, of 
which $100,000 was in the Equitable, an equal amount in the New York 
Life, $20,000 in the Massachusetts Mutual, $15,000 in the Mutual Life of 
New York and $5000 in the Northwestern Life. 

—John M. Pattison, vice-president of the Union Central Life of Cin- 
cinnati, who is a candidate for Congress in his district, is taking a short 
vacation, the first which he has had for twenty years. Should Mr. 
Pattison be elected his connection with the company will not be severed, 
as has been stated, and Congress will gain a life assurance man of ability. 


—The trustees of the village of Albion, N. Y., have approved and 
accepted the fire protection from the new water-works, the test showing 
that the contract has been fulfilled in every respect. The system was 
designed and built by Bassett Bros. of Buffalo, N. Y. Albion was for- 
merly one of the largest villages of the State lacking a water supply sys- 
tem. 

—Ata meeting last week between the executive committee of the Un- 
derwriters Association of Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska, and the 
Commercial Club of Kansas City to talk over local fire insurance rates, 
it was shown that the rates there were lower than at St. Louis, while it 
was asserted that the equipment and force of the fire department is not 
up to that of other cities of the same size. 

—It is reported that the suburbs of Kansas City, Mo., where frame 
buildings are numerous, are practically without fire protection, owing to 
their distanc: from the engine-houses. Chief Hale, to remedy this as 
far as possible, has ordered a hose cart to carry 500 feet of hose, and 
will place it in the most exposed neighborhood and organize a volun- 
teer company among the citizens to run it. 


—The Insurance Men’s Harrison and Morton Club of New York is offi- 
cered as follows: President, Geo. P. Sheldon of the Phenix of Brooklyn ; 
secretary, Eliot McCormack ; treasurer, Mr. Gleason of the American of 
New York. The headquarters of the club are at No. 36 Nassau street. 
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Of the Insurance Cleveland and Thurman Club, Edmund Driggs of the 
Williamsburgh City is president; J. R. Pitcher of the United States 
Mutual Accident, secretary, and W. S. Banta of C. M. Peck & Co., 
treasurer. The headquarters are at 135 and 137 Broadway, 

—If the New York authorities are content to leave the water front in 
guard of a single fire boat, the Inman and International Steamship Com- 
pany plainly doesn’t mean to have its property burned or insurance rates 
raised. The company has bought a steam fire engine and placed the 
machine on its pier to guard against the danger which now more than 
ever threatens the valuable property along our rivers. 

—A timely publication entitled Our Presidents has been issued by 
Nicoll & Roy of 16 Dey street, New York, It contains complete and well 
written biographical sketches, with portraits, of the Republican and 
Democratic candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency, and of 
all the former Presidents of the Republic. The typographical work is 
exceptionally good, and at the price, twenty-five cents, it will doubtless 
have a wide circulation. 

—During the quarter ending September 30 there were in New York 
city 748 fires, against 782 for the previous three months. Two persons 
were convicted of arson in the second degree, The losses on buildings 
and vessels from fires amounted to $304,986; on their contents, $547,519. 
Total loss, $852,505. An estimated insurance of $8,015,367 covers these 
losses. The average loss per fire was $1,13837. The losses by fire for 
the previous quarter amounted to $1,018,497. 

—Charles H. Ford, of Mills & Ford, general agents of the Anglo- 
Nevada Assurance Corporation, will shortly make a tour across the 
Atlantic and through the Mediterranean sea to Algeria, where he will 
spend the winter months. It is hoped that a sojourn for a few months 
in the sunny clime of North Africa will restore to Mr. Ford his former 
health and vigor. The Anglo-Nevada has prospered in the States 
embraced by the territory entrusted to Mills & Ford. 

—The nineteenth annual meeting of the Bee Line Railway Mutual In- 
surance Association, composed of employees of the railway company, 
was held at Indianapolis October 17. There are now 1206 members, and 
the official reports show that during the year $14,185 was paid to the 
beneficiaries of railroad men who died from accident or disease. The 
cost per member was an average of $1.80 per month. Since the organ- 
ization, it has paid assessments amounting to $332,143.45. 


—Resolutions have been adopted by the Association of Fire Under- | 


writers of Baltimore, recommending the reorganization of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners by the appointment of three members to be nomi- 
nated respectively by the Mayor, the fire underwriters and the Merchants 
and Manufacturers Association, with full authority to put the fire depart- 
ment inthe best condition. It was resolved that unless changes were 
made by December 1, the basis rates on mercantile and manufacturing 
risks should be raised twenty-five per cent. 

—A Montreal dispatch says: ‘‘Winceslaus Dubois, a well-to-do 
farmer, went out toa field with a yoke of oxen anda heavy log chain 
ostensibly to pull some stumps, When he failed to return for supper his 
wife sent four of the neighbors in search of him, and they found him lying 
dead beside a stump in the field. His forehead was pressed against the 
stump, his knees rested against a log, and the chain was wound around 
his neck in two coils. The other end of the chain was attached to the 
yoke of oxen, who in moving ahead had strangled him. 


—Hon. John Wentworth, one of Chicago’s oldest and most con- 
spicuous citizens, died in that city O-tober 16. He was called ‘‘ Long 
John” on account of his great height, was seventy-three years of age, 
and had resided in Chicago for fifty-two years. He was Mayor in 1857 
and again in 1860, and was elected to Congress, serving from 1844 to 
1850, and from 1856 to 1857. While Mayor in 1857, he introduced the 
first steam fire engine at Chicago. It was named the ‘* Long John” in his 
honor. As Mayorhis first official act was to organize a board of engineers. 
He was a member of the Benevolent Association of the Chicago Paid 
Fire Department, and a member of the city volunteer fire department. 


—That was quite a surprise party that Wm. Miller, superintendent of 
agencies of the Mutual Reserve Fund, prepared for the president, E. B. 
Harper, on his return from Europe. Mr. Miller notified the agents of 
the association that he wanted them to show what they could do in the 
way of getting new business on short notice, giving each only eight days 
in which to get in his work. They flew around lively, and as a result of 
their eight days’ work, Mr. Miller presented to Mr. Harper over 
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$2,500,0co of new business, written, approved and accepted in eight days, 
Of course, Mr. Harper was delighted, and there was much merry making 
in the office of the association, which was only marred by the accom pani. 
ment of more or less speech making that is inevitable under almost any 
circumstances in this country. 


—A dispatch from St. Paul says: ‘A writ of mandamus has been 
issued in the case of the State, ex ve/, L. W. Gosnell and others, against 
Charles Shandrew, Insurance Commissioner, to compel him to record the 
declaration ana certificate of the National Mutual Indemnity Association 
a society to provide suitable medical and surgical attendance for its 
members in case of sickness or disability. Mr. Shandrew bases his 
objections on the fact that experience has shown such associations to be 
radically defective. He claims that they not only fail to protect those for 
whose benefit they are established, but afford facilities for organizing in. 
surance schemes whose primary object is profit, regardless of the rights 
or interest of the members. While the law in this matter is plain, Mr, 
Shandrew expects to make a test case, and possibly an example of the 
National Mutual Indemnity Association.” 

—During the past quarter (July, August and September) Chicago's 
Fire Department records give the following interesting figures : 
July, 186; August, 157; September, 151; total, 494. Of these fires 25 
in July were caused by fireworks. During the quarter 23 fires were 
caused by lamp explosions, 20 by defective flues, 33 by matches and 4 
were known to have been incendiary. During the quarter 661 alarms 
of fire were received, of which 49 were still alarms and gr false. Of the 
valuation and losses for the three months, the total valuation of build. 
ings and contents where fires occurred was $22,855,645 ; total insurance, 
$10,353,466; total loss, $241,549. Decrease from same period 1887 is 
$28,783. Summary: First quarter—710 alarms; loss, $675.794. Second 
quarter, 607 alarms; loss, $211,633. Third quarter, 661 alarms; loss, 
$241,549. Total alarms, 1978; total loss for elapsed nine months, 
$1,128,976. 

—The prefect of police in Paris hasissued stringent regulations for the 
safety of the theatres. Henceforth the control of the buildings, so far 
as regards precautions against fire, will be entirely in the hands of the 
police. The firemen, or sapeurs pompiers, will be on duty from two hours 
before the performance until one afterwards. The men will not beal- 
lowed to leave the theatre or to see any stranger during that time. On 
arriving, the chief of the detachment, with the director or his representa- 
tive, will make an examination to see that all things provided to insure 
safety are in working order. The men will be then placed in different 
parts of the house, the duty of the chief being to patrol the building. 
The men are to be careful to prohibit any act which might cause danger. 
The chief is to test the hydraulic apparatus in order to ascertain that the 
water is available at full pressure. After the representation there is to 
be a second thorough examination of the premises. Firemen and em- 
ployees are to consider themselves as under the commissary of police, 
and are to obey his orders. 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
—E. L. Rhodes, agent for th: Etna Life, at Boston. 
—S. Bullock, special agent of the Brooklyn Life, for Virginia. 
—L. B. Abbott, agent for the Western of Toronto, at Boston. 
—R. W. Emerson, agent for the Mutual Benefit Life, at Boston. 


Fires— 


—H. E. Darling, agent for the Phoenix Assurance, at South Boston 

—J. J. Pettigrew, agent for the City of London Fire, at San Francisco. 

—W. V. Harper, agent of the National Life of Vermont, at Baltimore. 

—Captain A. A. Spitzer, agent for the Brooklyn Life, at Richmond, Va. 

—C. E. Willard, manager of the Provident Savings Life, at San Francisco. 

—W. T. Shackelford, second agent of the London and Lancashire, at Baltimore, 

—Catton, Bell & Co. of San Francisco, general agents of the General of London 
for the Pacific Coast. 

—J. H. Needham, George H. Fera and G.C. Marden, agents for the American 
Steamboiler, at Boston. 

—David Guion, Oregon State agent for the Massachusetts Mutual Life, with 
headquarters at Portlard. 

—Richard Miller, manager of the Union Mutual Life for northeastern Ohio, with 
headquarters at Cleveland. 

—W. H. Prothero, general agent of the Conne-ticut Mutual Life tor eastern 
Connecticut, with headquarters at Norwich. 

—Noonan & Hynman of Kansas City, general agents of the Massachusetts 
Mutual Life, for Nebra~ka, Kansas, Colorado and Jackson county, Mo. 





